AUTHENTIC WOMEN: MIRIAM

THE ISSUE
It’s not easy being a big sister. When I was a kid, I felt personally responsible for my little brother. Like the one time that he was being a jerk and I felt personally responsible to teach him a lesson, so I locked him outside in his underwear. Or the time when I found out he drove a bus across the parking lot at school—and I lost my mind publicly. OI felt responsible for my brother because I had been given a calling—my birthright, I truly believed, was to teach, scold, and protect this little sibling of mine, no matter the cost. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I imagine that’s just a smidgen of what Miriam felt for her two little brothers, Aaron and Moses. At the age of six (maybe seven), she took on an enormous responsibility that most grown women don’t ever have to encounter—it was her job to save her brother’s life. This early life event shaped her into the bold, creative, clever leader she was to become for the Israelite people, and ultimately all of humanity. But it was also the source of her greatest flaw: pride and jealousy. Boy can I relate. 


THE SITUATION

Exodus 1:21-2:8—Miriam was just a child when she was tasked to protect her brother from annihilation ordered by the Pharaoh of Egypt. Some accounts claim that she is as old as 12, but many others consider her as young as 6. Regardless she felt the weight of the responsibility given to her. 

1) What thoughts might have gone through Miriam’s mind as she watched her baby brother float down the river?  
2) Miriam was quick to act once the princess recognized the boy’s lineage. How do you respond to her quick thinking? What does this tell you about Miriam’s character? 

The next time we see Miriam show up in the narrative is after the parting of the Red Sea. But a lot happened in between that time. Moses murdered an Egyptian, fled the country, married a Midianite, talked to a burning bush, returned to Egypt with Aaron as his mouthpiece, commanded the Israelites freedom, called out plagues from God, and led the people out. We aren’t told that Miriam is involved, but I think it’s safe to infer that while not involved in the “male only club” of the palace, she had her own role to play. 

1) What do you suppose Miriam did while her brothers were making demands of the Pharaoh? 

Exodus 15:20-21—Although Miriam’s song follows Moses’ and is much shorter than her brother’s, the significance of these verses is profound.  Miriam is called a prophetess, a title given to only a handful of women in ancient times, which meant they had a charismatic gifts and powers similar to that of men. And then she danced!

1) If all the women followed her in the dancing, what does this suggest to you about Miriam’s role in the community? 
2) This kind of singing is known as antiphonal. Two groups perform, one sings, the other responds. What observations can you make about the connections between Moses and Miriam? 


Numbers 12:1-16—The narrative takes a drastic turn the next time Miriam is mentioned. Here we see her major flaw: jealousy 

1) Why would Miriam and Aaron be concerned about Moses’ marriage? 
2) Miriam definitely shows some signs of jealousy here, but I think it also shows just how insecure she is. In what ways does this confrontation show Miriam’s fears and challenges as a female leader in the patriarchal community? 
3) Why would it have been better to register her concerns with Moses in private? 
4) Note that the narrative never mentions Miriam’s marriage, children or lineage. What might this suggest to us? 

Numbers 20: 1-2—I always found this description of Miriam’s passing super interesting. 

1) What significance can you find in the joining of Miriam’s death with the lack of water? 
2) Some commentators see a connection between the three leaders of Israel and the supernatural provisions of God. Moses being related to the provision of Manna (daily bread), Aaron being related to the cloud (God’s presence) and Miriam to the provision of Water…what could Miriam’s relationship be to the water element? 

Micah 6:4—This is probably my favorite verse about Miriam. God claims her as a great leader, equal to that of Moses and Aaron. Not because of the babies she bore, but because of her boldness and commitment to him and his people. 



YOUR LIFE
1) Despite the odds against her as a woman in an ancient, patriarchal society, God chose Miriam to be a protector and leader in her community. He used her strengths to save an entire people group from genocide. How might God use your strengths to influence your community and family? Why might it also be important to be aware of your weaknesses? What can you do to ensure your weaknesses do not have a negative impact on those around you?  

2) Miriam was fierce and bold. She seized opportunities as they arose. What opportunities might God be encouraging to you seize? How can you use those opportunities to His glory rather than your own?  

3) Feminine doesn’t have to mean fragile. Miriam is proof that women can be powerful leaders when following God’s will and purpose. BUT, it is important that women and men check their motivations when stepping up and calling out. How can you take on a leadership role in your community? How can you honor your leaders and still be a strong leader yourself? 
